
NYS Drone Films Fest 

  

The NYS Drone Films Fest is dedicated to educating audiences and empowering filmmakers and companies 

around the world to tell their stories with or about drones. Amateur, professional, students and 

businesses worldwide are invited to enter their films or photographs. Judges will select in each of the 

following categories: 

NYS DRONES (5 min maximum) - Films in this category are those made only in NYS. Filmmakers are 

required to identify the NYS location. The use of recognized NYS landmarks is a plus. 

NARRATIVE (10 min maximum) - A great film always centers on great story telling. Please tell us your 

amazing story with the use of your drone. This category is open to real stories as well as fiction/fantasy. 

A minimum of 30 seconds or drone footage is required. 

LANDSCAPE/ARCHITECTURE (5 min maximum) - What amazing shots of landscapes and architecture can 

you capture? 

SHOWREEL (5 min maximum) - Drone cinematographers often capture a lot of footage. This category is 

for those who wish to show off the wide variety of your work. Give us your amazing shots. 

SPORTS (5 min maximum) - Sports scenes, activities, events and extreme sports footage are what we are 

looking for. Whether it is snowboarding down a mountain or capturing the local soccer match this is the 

category for you. 

STUDENT (5 min maximum) - Students of all ages are encouraged to submit their work. This category is 

open ONLY to students. Students can also submit in any of the other categories. If submitting to other 

categories student films will be judged as would any other submission. 

BUSINESS (20 min maximum) - This category is for films that feature drones. These are stories about 

drones, the work being done or starring people who are involved with drones. Films submitted to this 

category should not exceed 20 minutes in length and don’t have to be shot using drones although 

including partial drone footage is desirable. Tell the world what amazing work you are doing. 

DRONE PHOTOS - Aerial photos taken with your drone. Show the world your amazing panoramic views. 

 

Please visit our supporting website and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. Thanks! 

Website    https://www.dronefilmsfest.com  

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/DroneFilmsFest 

Twitter   https://twitter.com/FestDrone 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

Who can enter a film?  

Participation is open to anyone in the world (filmmakers, photographers, students, professionals, 

amateurs, organizations including Commercial Drone Operators, Businesses and Drone/UAV 

Organizations). There are 8 categories to select from. Enter as many films as you like.  

Is there a Fee?  

Yes. There are three levels of fees. For each film you submit you must include your fee. 

• Students - $5.00  

• Filmmakers - $30.00  

• Business - $60.00. 

Is there a fee waiver process?  

We don’t waive entry fees. Sorry. The same rules and entry fees apply to all applicants thus no entry is 

favored over another. 

What are the deadlines?  

We start accepting submissions on January 29th and close on July 15, 2019. All submissions must be 

done via FilmFreeway. Selections will be announced in August 2019 prior to the opening of the NYS Fair. 

What can I submit?  

Enter as many times in as many categories as you like. Submitted films must adhere to run times posted 

in each category. Run times include title and credits. 

Do you provide refunds?  

Once an entry payment is made we don’t provide a refund, even if your film is rejected for 

consideration. Sorry. 

How to Submit?  

NYS Drone Films Fest only accepts online entries that are properly formatted submitted via 

FilmFreeway, which provides cost-saving, paperless submission to film festivals around the world. We 

must be able to download your film from FilmFreeway if it is selected. Please grant us permission.  

How can I edit my submission?  

You cannot alter your entries once submitted. 

How do you communicate with filmmakers?  

We will communicate with you via email. Please make sure you provide us with a valid email. We will 

notify you about your submission whether it is accepted or not. We appreciate ALL entries.  

If my film is selected can I attend the ceremony?  

Yes! Please come join us at the 2019 Great New York State Fair. Admission tickets will be provided to all 

filmmakers who win awards. Good luck. 

For more information please visit: 

https://filmfreeway.com/NYSDroneFilmFestival 

See you at the 2019 NYS Fair! 


